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priests had informed him the night before that they heard the rabble intended to pull clown that house and the chapel, which made him act more severely ; but I truly believe the uproar was merely accidental. I gave the King a particular account of the thing as it appeared most likely from the recorder. The lieutenant-colonel gave another himself, but at the same time I excused the soldiers in this, that if they did transgress something in the method of punishing, the citizens deserved it a little for their former offences in this kind; for they rose in the same place and on the same day in my Lord Frescheville's time, and had near killed Doctor Lake (since Bishop of Peterborough) because he checked them for making a noise in the time of Divine service, and they endeavoured to pull down his house that stood in the Minster Yard. Another time they fell upon my company there at the funeral of my Lady StrafTord, as I have before taken notice in the proper place.
March 8. The King of France began to recover after a sickness not much lamented at home or abroad.
April 24. I went from York to Pontefract, where the general quarter sessions began that day for the West Biding of Yorkshire. There were four-and-twenty justices of the peace of the principal gentry of the county together; the West Biding not having yet been examined as to their disposition of taking away the test and the penal laws as the East and North Bidings had been before, where the prime of the gentry in both had been put out of commission of justice of peace and deputy-lieutenants for declaring themselves in the negative, and ordinary persons both as to quality and estates (most of them Dissenters) had been put in their room. The popish justices, in number six, and Sir John Boynton, the King's serjeant, who aspired, I presume, to be made a judge, moved an address might be signed and presented to his Majesty of thanks for his late indulgence for liberty of conscience.